
Rain Barrel - Do It Yourself Project

A rain barrel is a water 
collection system that 
captures and stores a 
portion of roof runoff 

via a downspout for exterior uses, 
such as watering your garden or 
lawn. Rain barrels come in a wide 
variety of materials, designs, and 
colors. 

Capturing and reusing rainwater from your roof also reduces 
demand on the sewer system and protects the quality of 
streams and groundwater.  Rain barrels can be constructed 
for minimal cost - a fast and easy way to save money.

Install your rain barrel based on where you 
will use the water. Keep in mind that it may 
be possible to rehang the gutter and move the 
downspout to a more desirable location. The 
rain barrel must be located at the base of one 
of the downspouts draining your roof gutter 
and must have an overflow to safely discharge 
excess water away from your building.
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Safety:

• Your rain barrel must be secured on a firm, level surface: 
 A full 30-gallon rain barrel weighs over 320 lbs. and tipping is a risk if it’s unsecured or on uneven ground.
• The water from the rain barrel should NEVER be used for drinking, cooking or other potable uses.
• Your rain barrel must have an overflow to a safe discharge point.

Watch the Do-It-Yourself video: www.FairbanksGIG.com

DIY	Rain	Barrel	In	3	easy	steps	for	less	than	$100

1 INLET: a debris screen 

OVERFLOW:  hose at the top

DOWNSPOUT: spigot and hose

2

3

Steps
MATERIALS:
• One garbage can

INSTRUCTIONS
• Buy new or sanitize used

Screen mesh (to cover opening)
Eight 3/16” Washers 
Four 10/24” x 5/8” Bolts & Nuts

One 3/4” x 1/2” pipe fittings
One Garden Hose

One 1” Washer 
One spigot with Shut Off
One 3/4” x 1/2” pipe fittings
One Garden Hose

Cut the lid for attaching the screen, 
drill some holes and put some wash-
ers and nuts and bolts on to hold the 
screen in place, and this will keep 
leaves and insects and squirrels out of 
your rain barrel. 

Drill the hole on the upper portion 
of the barrel, to allow you to have an 
overflow, installing the fitting so you 
can attach the hose to drain the water 
away from your building if there is 
overflow. 

Drill your one inch diameter hole 
near the bottom of the barrel, we’re 
going to apply some silicon to the 
large diameter washer that you’re 
going to use for reinforcement on 
the inside on the bottom. Then you’ll 
install the threaded portion from the 
inside, then tighten the spigot on the 
outside of the barrel. Once complete, invert the lid on top of the barrel, attach hoses and 

place the barrel up underneath a downspout to fill it. 


